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Selected Quotes From "Verbum Domini"
Benedict XVI's Letter on 2008 Word of God Synod

VATICAN CITY, NOV. 11, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Here are a selection of quotes from Benedict XVI's
postsynodal apostolic exhortation "Verbum Domini," which was presented today in the Vatican. The
document, which is dated Sept. 30, draws from the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops,
held Oct. 5-26, 2008. The assembly reflected on the theme "The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the
Church."
***
Objective: "In this way I wish to point out certain fundamental approaches to a rediscovery of God’s word in
the life of the Church as a wellspring of constant renewal. At the same time I express my hope that the word
will be ever more fully at the heart of every ecclesial activity" (No. 1).
Religion of the Word: "The Christian faith is not a 'religion of the book': Christianity is the 'religion of the
word of God,' not of a 'written and mute word, but of the incarnate and living Word'" (No. 7).
Tradition: "The living Tradition is essential for enabling the Church to grow through time in the
understanding of the truth revealed in the Scriptures" (No. 17).
Inspiration and truth: "Sacred Scripture is the word of God set down in writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. In this way one recognizes the full importance of the human author who wrote the inspired texts
and, at the same time, God himself as the true author" (No. 19).
God hears us: "Thus it is decisive, from the pastoral standpoint, to present the word of God in its capacity to
enter into dialogue with the everyday problems which people face. [...] The Church’s pastoral activity needs to
bring out clearly how God listens to our need and our plea for help" (No. 23).
Exegesis: "In their work of interpretation, Catholic exegetes must never forget that what they are interpreting
is the word of God. Their common task is not finished when they have simply determined sources, defined
forms or explained literary procedures. They arrive at the true goal of their work only when they have
explained the meaning of the biblical text as God’s word for today" (No. 33).
Jews and Scripture: "I wish to state once more how much the Church values her dialogue with the Jews.
Wherever it seems appropriate, it would be good to create opportunities for encounter and exchange in public
as well as in private, and thus to promote growth in reciprocal knowledge, in mutual esteem and cooperation,
also in the study of the sacred Scriptures" (No. 43).
Ecumenism: "Conscious that the Church has her foundation in Christ, the incarnate Word of God, the Synod
wished to emphasize the centrality of biblical studies within ecumenical dialogue aimed at the full expression
of the unity of all believers in Christ" (No. 46).
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Bible translations and ecumenism: "Promoting common translations of the Bible is part of the ecumenical
enterprise. I would like to thank all those engaged in this important work, and I encourage them to persevere
in their efforts" (No. 46).
Sacred liturgy: "I encourage the Church's pastors and all engaged in pastoral work to see that all the faithful
learn to savor the deep meaning of the word of God which unfolds each year in the liturgy, revealing the
fundamental mysteries of our faith" (No. 52).
The homily: "The homily is part of the liturgical action and is meant to foster a deeper understanding of the
word of God, so that it can bear fruit in the lives of the faithful. [...] For this reason preachers need to be in
close and constant contact with the sacred text; they should prepare for the homily by meditation and prayer,
so as to preach with conviction and passion" (No. 59).
Celebrations of the Word of God: "The synod fathers encouraged all pastors to promote times devoted to the
celebration of the word in the communities entrusted to their care. These celebrations are privileged occasions
for an encounter with the Lord. This practice will certainly benefit the faithful, and should be considered an
important element of liturgical formation" (No. 65).
Acoustics: "Concern should be shown for church acoustics, with due respect for liturgical and architectural
norms" (No. 68).
Liturgical song: "As part of the enhancement of the word of God in the liturgy, attention should also be paid
to the use of song at the times called for by the particular rite. Preference should be given to songs which are
of clear biblical inspiration and which express, through the harmony of music and words, the beauty of God's
word. We would do well to make the most of those songs handed down to us by the Church’s tradition which
respect this criterion. I think in particular of the importance of Gregorian chant" (No. 70).
Biblical apostolate: "The synod called for a particular pastoral commitment to emphasizing the centrality of
the word of God in the Church’s life, and recommended a greater 'biblical apostolate,' not alongside other
forms of pastoral work, but as a means of letting the Bible inspire all pastoral work" (No. 73)

Catechesis: "Catechetical work always entails approaching Scripture in faith and in the Church’s Tradition, so
that its words can be perceived as living, just as Christ is alive today wherever two or three are gathered in his
name" (No. 74).
Lectio Divina: "The documents produced before and during the Synod mentioned a number of methods for a
faith-filled and fruitful approach to sacred Scripture. Yet the greatest attention was paid to lectio divina, which
is truly capable of opening up to the faithful the treasures of God’s word, but also of bringing about an
encounter with Christ, the living word of God" (No. 87).
Holy Land: "The synod fathers recalled the felicitous phrase which speaks of the Holy Land as 'the Fifth
Gospel.' How important it is that in those places there be Christian communities, notwithstanding any number
of hardships! The Synod of Bishops expressed profound closeness to all those Christians who dwell in the
land of Jesus and bear witness to their faith in the Risen One" (No. 89).
Proclamation and the new evangelization: "Many of our brothers and sisters are 'baptized, but insufficiently
evangelized.' In a number of cases, nations once rich in faith and in vocations are losing their identity under
the influence of a secularized culture. The need for a new evangelization, so deeply felt by my venerable
Predecessor, must be valiantly reaffirmed, in the certainty that God’s word is effective" (No. 96).
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Justice: "God's word inspires men and women to build relationships based on rectitude and justice, and
testifies to the great value in God’s eyes of every effort to create a more just and more liveable world" (No.
100).
Reconciliation and peace: "In the present context it is more necessary than ever to rediscover the word of God
as a source of reconciliation and peace, since in that word God is reconciling to himself all things: Christ 'is
our peace,' the one who breaks down the walls of division" (No. 102).
Creation: "The arrogance of human beings who live 'as if God did not exist' leads them to exploit and
disfigure nature, failing to see it as the handiwork of the creative Word" (No. 108).
Internet: "In the world of the internet, which enables billions of images to appear on millions of screens
throughout the world, the face of Christ needs to be seen and his voice heard, for “ if there is no room for
Christ, there is no room for man" (No. 113).
Interreligious dialogue: "The Church considers an essential part of the proclamation of the word to consist in
encounter, dialogue and cooperation with all people of good will, particularly with the followers of the
different religious traditions of humanity. This is to take place without forms of syncretism and relativism, but
along the lines indicated by the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration 'Nostra Aetate' and subsequently
developed by the magisterium of the Popes" (No. 117).
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